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Brussels, 31 May 2016


Joint Declaration of Intent 

by the
 
The Netherlands EU Presidency
International Olympic Committee
European Olympic Committee
Fédération Internationale de Football Association
Union of European Football Associations

on


enhancing a regular dialogue on topics regarding major sport events where shared responsibilities of international sport and Olympic movement and governments of EU Member States and the European Union are involved






Parties involved in this Declaration are willing to:

1. Continue organising and supporting accessible and attractive major sport events that are a showpiece for the positive values and benefits of sport and have a positive social, economic and environmental impact in the context of the national, regional or urban development, 

2. Intensify dialogue with all stakeholders involved, leading to shared values regarding the organisation of major sport events including and the implementation of the basic principles of good governance, social, economic and environmental sustainability and legacy,

3. Promote the value of major sport events and the need to implement integrity, transparency and good governance during all phases of the organisation and legacy of major sport events,  

4. Discuss and make transparent the criteria and requirements regarding integrity, sustainability and legacy and costs for the organisation of major sport events, as well as for the supporting and funding of major sport events by public authorities and international sport organisations, thus contributing to strengthening the trust of  citizens,
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5. With respect to each role and responsibilities and acknowledging that many sports bodies and organisers of major sports events conduct their activities and organise sports competitions at  a level which goes beyond the EU Member States, subsequently, operating across different jurisdictions and within varying structures and set ups, the parties will take the initiative to develop and agree on a shared agenda and undertake common actions such as: 
a. developing guiding models for public-private cooperation at national and regional level for hosting and organizing major sport events; 
b. developing a code of conduct for all public and private parties at national level involved in the organisation of major sport events based on existing experiences for example the ethical code developed by the IOC   
c. exchanging information and discuss topics regarding future major sport events such as the sustainability and legacy; criteria related to integrity and good governance, specific demands of associations and associated costs, possible administrative and legislative obstacles at European level and a safe and secure environment for events; 
d. evaluating existing models for joint (multi-country) major sport events and developing new guiding models where appropriate 
e. sharing and publishing good practices and learning experiences about the integrity, transparency and good governance of major sport events, including sustainability and legacy aspects,
f. sharing and using guidelines, methods, tools and results including: 
i. reliable cost-benefit analyses; 
ii. measuring the support of the population; 
iii. measuring the social, economic and environmental impacts and legacies of major sport events; 
iv. external and independent auditing of major sport events,
g. encouraging event organizers and public authorities to make proper arrangements to conduct a survey of the social, economic and environmental impact of the event to the hosting country, region or city and the international sport organisations involved, after the closure of the event;
 
6. Organise a regular high-level dialogue as part of the EU structured dialogue on sport, with governmental representatives, representatives of the European and international Olympic movement and European and international sport federations involved in major sport events, and independent experts, where appropriate. Based on a shared agenda and actions, such as mentioned in paragraph 5, the topics regarding major sport events, where governments and sport organisations share responsibilities, and exchange information, could be discussed.

This Declaration is based on:
7. The Conclusions of the Council and of the Representatives of the Governments of the EU Member States, meeting within the Council, on enhancing integrity, transparency and good governance in major sport events adopted on 31 May 2016

8. The guiding principles and international standards relating to democracy, human rights and labour rights and the principles of good governance, (doc 14183/13) 

9. The Olympic Agenda 2020 adopted by the International Olympic Committee during its 127th session held on 12 December 2014, incorporating recommendations devoting significant attention to integrity issues and making sustainable development an integral part of the Olympic Games, 

10. FIFA reforms and other plans and arrangements of international sport federations and national authorities enhancing integrity, transparency and good governance in major sport events.
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